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 Consistent with the 

mission of the VCSA, training 

and networking highlights the 

weekend.  

 As of press time, 

planned classes include; Terror-

ist Profiling, Managing C/S Funds 

in Troubled Times, New Com-

ers School, and more.  

 Selection of Smithfield 
as the conference site was 

guided by the idea that VCSA 

(Continued on page 4) 

 The Virginia Crime 

Stoppers Association will hold 

itõs annual Training Conference 

in historic Smithfield, Virginia 

this fall. Scheduled for Friday 

through Sunday, September 24 -

26, 2010, the event will be the 

first time the VCSA has held a 

conference in Isle of Wight 

County. 

 Accommodations will 

be at the brand new 30,000 

square foot Smithfield Station 

hotel located in downtown 

Smithfield.  The hotel rate is a 

very affordable $89.00 a night 

plus taxes. Those wishing to 

come a day early or stay a day 

after will be afforded the same 

conference rate. 

 The conference will 

be held at The Smithfield Cen-

ter, a state-of-art conference 

center facing the Pagan River  
on one side and mere steps 

from the great shops, restau-

rants and historic homes of 

Smithfield old town. 

Historic Smithfield VA Site of 2010 Conference  

Should $1,000 Remain Top Crime Stoppers Reward? 
Is there a need for new VA law? 

 Since the inception of 

Crime Stoppers in the late 

1980õs, $1,000 has been the 

ceiling for cash rewards for 

information that leads to arrests 

or indictment and recovery of 

stolen property or contraband. 

Recently there have been some 

C/S programs that are offering 

higher rewards than the histori-
cal amount.  The question is, 

òShould $1K remain the top 

reward?ó 

 Since the Crime Stop-

pers, Crime Solvers, Crime Line 

and Silent Witness program 

operations are not regulated by 

a controlling organization, such 

as civic organizations like the 

Kiwanis, Lions and other similar 

groups, there is no compulsion 

for programs to adhere to a 

standard top reward. 

 The guiding organiza-

tions for C/S operations, Crime 

Stoppers International, Crime 
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2010 VCSA Annual      
Training Conference  

 

Sept 24 - 26, 2010  
Smithfield Station  

Smithfield, VA  

Stoppers USA and the VCSA all 

òrecommendó $1,000 as the top 

reward. 

 In Virginia, there is tax 

law, §58.1-322.12, that puts a cap 

of $1,000 annually that an indi-

vidual does not have to report as 

unearned income.   

 On the other hand,  

there is an IRS regulation that 

exempts tipsters from reporting 

income derived from rewards 

(Continued on page 3) 

VCSA conferees will stay at the four star Smithfield Station 
boutique hotel and marina on the Pagan River. 
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Juliet Bickford 

WTKR NewsChannel 3 

VCSA Board Member 

 
 Cr ime S toppers 

works!  As a reporter with 

WTKR in Norfolk, I have been 

working with the Hampton 

Roads Regional Crime Line for 

more than a year.  I consider 

myself a partner in everything 

they do.  I profile fugitives for 

the Hampton Roads area each 

week on WTKR in a special 

segment called òTaking Action 

Against Crime.ó  In 14 months, 

NewsChannel 3 stories have 

helped police catch 44 fugitives.  

Itõs because our viewers are 

committed to helping solve 

crime and take their role seri-

ously. 
 But recently, I have 

seen the unique partnership 

between the police depart-

ments in Hampton Roads as 

part of the Regional Crime Line 

get results.  2010 has started 
off as an amazing year for the 

Taking Action Against Crime 

Program. 
 It started with a 

Crime Line call to Norfolk 

during our 6:00pm news on 

January 6.  One of our viewers 

had seen a picture of Michael 

Lynch on our NewsChannel 3.  

He is an accused bank robber 

Newport News police had 

 Greetings! I trust that 

the holiday season has found 

you and your families well and 

that the New Year is prosper-

o u s  f o r  a l l .  

 I am honored to be 

serving as the next president of 

Virginia Crime Stoppers Asso-

ciation. It is exciting to follow 

in the footsteps of such won-
derful predecessors, many of 

whom have also been mentors 

to me. My hope is to continue 

in their footsteps by providing 

sound leadership to the Asso-

ciation and to carry forward 

with the work started by my 

predecessors.  
 During this year, I 

will continue projects that are 

successful, but I will work to 

improve, or refocus those that 

are not working so well. I look 

forward to serving with the 

newly elected 2010-2012 Board 

of Directors. With such a great 

group of professionals, I know 

we will have a productive and 

successful year! 
 Remember, all of 

what VCSA does is geared to 

helping your program; without 

you, we have no state organiza-

tion. We need your ideas. Your 

program is unique, but you are 

not alone when facing new 

challenges. The issues you face 

are often the same or are very 

similar to those which we all 

face.    
 At the end of this 

newsletter is a list of your 

Board of Directors, please 

contact any of us with con-

cerns or ideas on training for 

future training conferences. 

We are always searching for 

issues relevant to our mem-

bers.  
 Our main goal for 

existing as an organization is to 

foster growth of Crime Stop-

pers / Crime Solvers programs 

within the Commonwealth and 

exchange new and old ideas 

through networking. We can 

learn from each other. Hereõs 

to a great year!   

 

Best Regards,  

 

Detective Tonya Borman 

President, VCSA 

Presidentõs Message 
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From the Virginia Code  

 § 15.2-1713.1. Local "Crime Stoppers" programs; confidentiality.  
A. As used in this section, a "Crime Stoppers," "crime solvers," "crime line," or other similarly 
named organization is defined as a private, nonprofit Virginia corporation governed by a civilian 
volunteer board of directors that is operated on a local or statewide level that (i) offers ano-

nymity to persons providing information to the organization, (ii) accepts and expends donations 

for cash rewards to persons who report to the organization information about alleged criminal 
activity and that the organization forwards to the appropriate law-enforcement agency, and (iii) 
is established as a cooperative alliance between the news media, the community, and law-

enforcement officials.  

B. Evidence of a communication or any information contained therein between a person submit-

ting a report of an alleged criminal act to a "Crime Stoppers" organization and the person who 
accepted the report on behalf of the organization is not admissible in a court proceeding. Law-
enforcement agencies receiving information concerning alleged criminal activity from a "Crime 

Stoppers" organization shall maintain confidentiality pursuant to subsection E of § 2.2-3706. 

The Tipster is published              

semi-annually by the                  

Virginia Crime  Stoppers  Assoc, Inc. 

All materials herein are copyrighted 

and may not be reprinted without 

the expressed consent of the 

V.C.S.A. 

 Marc J. Woolverton, editor 

vafop43@aol.com 

been trying to find for 

weeks. 
 Detective L.D. 

LeGrande said, òWe felt 

relieved because we'd had a 

lot of officers had spent a lot 

of time, a lot of manpower 

trying to locate this guy.ó 
 Our viewer had 

just seen him on the news 

and told police he was stay-

ing in a hotel in Norfolk.  By 

7:05pm, Norfolk police had 

arrested Lynch!  Newport 

News police then picked him 

up. 
 Detective Le-

Grande said, òLess than an 

hour.  Less than an hour 

from the time that the citi-

zen was watching TV until 

lynch was in custody, which 

is outstandingó 
 That same day, we 

also did a story at 11:00pm 

on John Delfenthal who was 

wanted in Suffolk for taking 

the law into his own hands.  

Heõs accused of severely 

beating a man he thought 

committed a crime against a 

friend.  The worst part 

about this case is Suffolk 

police say he beat up the 

wrong guy. 
 This case also in-

volved teamwork.  A call 

came in during the 11:00pm 

(Continued on page 7) 

Partnerships Pay Off 
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from C/S programs. USC Title 

26, Section 1.6041-3 clearly 

states that a tipster does not  

need to report a reward from 

a C/S (or similar program) that 

holds an IRS tax status of 501

(c)(3); the section does not put 

a dollar limit on that reward. 

 So there are two 

questions for the VCSA to 

consider. First, should the 

VCSA stop recommending 

$1,000 as the top reward limit? 

Second, should the VCSA start 

working with members of the 

Virginia General Assembly to 

introduce legislation to amend 

the Commonwealth tax code 

to coincide with the federal 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

standard? 

 A basic argument 

for the cap at $1,000 is to 

help prevent competition 

between C/S programs. The 

idea of a òreward waró may 

be slight, but it could happen. 

Also, a prevalent school of 

thought has  been that the 

dollar amount is not that 
large a factor in stimulating 

tips - many rewards are 

never paid due to tipsters not 

calling back. 

 But today, $1,000 is 

not what it was thirty years 

ago. The implications of 

changing the standard in Vir-

ginia could be significant. 

 Would higher re-

wards produce more tips?  

How would smaller programs 

deal with the need for more 

fund raising? Would a higher 

dollar amount such as $3,000 

or $5,000 be the new standard, 

or should the VCSA be silent 

on a cap and make no recom-

mendation? 

 This issue will be 

brought up at the VCSA annual 
Business meeting this fall in 

Smithfield. The VCSA Board of 

Directors requests input from 

member programs before the 

meeting.  

 Please email your 

comments, opinions and sug-

gestions to VCSA President, 

Detective Tonya Borman at 

tborman@vbgov.com  

Crime Stoppers Raise Reward Limits? 
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gram chair up to the chief of 

police, everyone praises Detec-

tive Westerbeck as the, ògo to 

personó when you want a job 

done professionally, timely and 

well. 
 The 2009 Media 

Representative of the Year 

was Ms Juliet Bickford, TV 

Reporter for WTKR, News 

Channel 3 in Hampton Roads.  

Ms Bickfordõs special series, 

òTaking Action Against Crimeó 

that she started in November 

2008, has been responsible for  

apprehensions (as of this print-

ing).  These feature stories that 

run on the Wednesday  6:00 

PM and 11:00 PM news broad-

casts highlight crime scene 

video, interviews with investi-

gating officers and victims.  

Calling the series successful 

would be a gross understate-

ment. 
 The 2009 Civilian 

of the Year  was Ms Nancy 

Garrett. As a leader for the 

Culpeper County Crime 

Solvers program, Nancy always 

volunteers for various assign-

ments with the majority in the 

leadership role.  Nancy is the 

 Every year the VCSA 

recognizes the Outstanding 

Law Enforcement Coordinator, 

Civilian Board Member, and 

Media Representative of the 

year at the Annual Training 

Conference Awards Banquet. 

The awards are designed to 

highlight people who have dem-
onstrated exceptional dedica-

tion, professionalism and com-

mitment to the Crime Stoppers 

philosophy. 
 During the summer 

each year, the VCSA solicits 

nominations for these awards. 

The winners are selected by a 

panel of citizens not affiliated 

with the VCSA or any Crime 

Stoppers organization.  
 The VCSA Awards 

Program Chair is Board Mem-

ber, Cathy Simmons. 
 The 2009 Coordi-

nator of the Year was De-

tective Jan Westerbeck of the 

Portsmouth Police Depart-

ment, Portsmouth Crime Line.  

Detective Westerbeck is a 22 

year veteran of the Portsmouth 

PD, serving as program coordi-

nator  for the past four years. 

Simply stated, from the pro-

2009 VCSA Annual Award Winners  
key person: in communicating 

with the media; in interfacing 

with law enforcement; in 

ensuring the Crime of the 

Week and information on 

wanted individuals is pro-

vided to the media; in devel-

oping, organizing and working 

Crime Solvers fund raising 

events, and in making presen-

tations to the Culpeper com-

munity about their C/S pro-

gram. Nancy has been active 

in helping other local programs 

by traveling to their locations 

and providing consultation to 

revitalize one program and 

working with citizens in an-

other jurisdiction to organize 

to form their own program or 

join an existing program. 
 Nancy also serves as 

the current VCSA treasurer. 

VCSA President, Sergeant Tom Kifer presenting 
the  Coordinator of the Year Award to Detective 

Westerbeck at the Hampton Roads Regional 
Crime Lines Top Cop Dinner and Awards. 

 

 
 

Should the VCSA 

stop recommending 

$1,000 as the top 

reward limit?  
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training conferences should be 

educational, beneficial and fun.  

 Late September in 

Virginia is still warm enough to 

enjoy the leisure and relaxation 

time built into the weekend. 

Conferees are encouraged to 

bring their family members as 

the area is rich in historic at-
tractions and lots of fun things 

to do.  

 Smithfield is centrally 

located where day trips to the 

Colonial Triangle of James-

town, Yorktown and Williams-

burg is an easy trip via the 

Jamestown -  Scotland Ferry. 

 And speaking of the 

ferry, if you have never taken 

the only state run ferry left in 

the Commonwealth, plan on 

making the short detour off I-

(Continued from page 1) 64 on your way to Smithfield. 

The ferry is free of charge and 

takes about 20 minutes to 

cross the scenic James River. 

 On the north river 

bank, the ferry dock is immedi-

ately next to full scale replicas 

of the Susan Constant, Godspeed 

and Discovery - the ships that 

brought the first English set-
tlers to what became James-

town. 

 On your way from 

the ferry to Smithfield, plan on 

stopping at Baconõs Castle. 

Built in 1665, Bacon's Castle is 

one of the oldest documented 

brick houses in English North 

America. 

 For more information 

on the cast le  go to 

www.apva.org/baconscastle/  

 While at the confer-

ence, family members can ex-

plore all the sites and history 

that the Town of Smithfield has 

to offer. Dating back to the 

time of the settlement of 

Jamestown in 1607, Isle of 

Wight County and the Town of 

Smithfield is a history buffõs 

dream come true. Check out 
everything this great Virginia 

locale has to offer at 

www.smithfield-virginia.com/  

 Also the name Smith-

field belongs to the worldõs 

largest producer of pork prod-

ucts, Smithfield Foods, Inc. 

located in the town. 

 So mark your calen-

dars, call the hotel for reserva-

tions, and we will see you this 

fall. 

Proposed VCSA By-Laws Change; Financial Audit Required  

Page 4 The Tipster  

VCSA 2010 Conference in Historic Smithfield  

ITõS NOT TO EARLY TO 

MAKE HOTEL 

RESERVATIONS !  

CALL 

SMITHFIELD STATION 

757-357-7700 

MENTION THE CONFERENCE 

FOR THE SPECIAL $89 RATE 

www.smithfieldstation.com 

 At the January 20, 2010 VCSA Board meeting, the  directors voted unanimously to require regularly scheduled  audits of 

the VCSA financial records. Before the change, the By-Laws required no audit. Under the VCSA By-Laws, the BOD may enact 

changes to the By-Laws at regular board meetings; although the changes must be ratified at the next annual meeting of the member-

ship to become a permanent change. 
 Therefore at the 2010 Annual Business Meeting held in conjunction with the training conference, the listed changes will 

be presented to the membership for ratification. After motions and discussion, the membership may vote to ratify the changes as 

written, or amend the changes to the satisfaction of the authorized voting persons. 
 REMINDER - Voting rights; each member program in good standing may cast up to two votes per program; there must 

be at least two persons from a program for two votes. No proxy votes allowed.   

ARTICLE IV 

Officers' Duties 

Section 5.  Treasurer:  (added)  
The Treasurer shall provide for annual audit all books, ledgers, and any other item(s) that may be necessary for a complete and accurate audit to take 

place. When an internal or external audit takes place, the Treasurer shall be present only in the capacity to answer questions and shall not take part 

in the actual audit.   
 

ARTICLE  IX 

Contributions, Depositories and Fiscal Conduct (added) 
Section 4.  Fiscal Audit:  The President will create an Audit Committee. The committee will include not less than three (3) Board Members. One of 

these members will be the chairman of the committee appointed by the President. None of the members will be from the Executive Board. The Treas-

urer will assist the committee in itõsõ activities, but not take an active role in the audit.  
 

The audit is to be completed prior to March 1 of each year. The Audit Committee will report its findings to the Board of Directors no later than June of 

the year, or at the next Board Meeting, which ever comes first. 
 

The audit will review and examine all financial transactions and all electronic and physical records for completeness and accuracy. The Audit Commit-

tee will create a written report as to its findings. That report will be maintained by the Secretary.  
 

There will be an external audit conducted every three (3) years by a Certified Public Accountant. The audit is to be completed prior to March 1 of the 

year it is commissioned. The President will present the report to the Board of Directors no later than June of the year, or at the next Board Meeting, 

which ever comes first. 
 

The first external audit will take place in 2011, and every three (3) years subsequent. 
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Single Tip Closes Teen 

Crime Spree  

 

Officer Harold Eley 

NEWPORT NEWS, VA.  

 On Sunday, January 

10 and Monday, January 18, 

2010 two Newport News Shell 

mini-mart stations were 

robbed at knife point where 
cigarettes and cash were taken. 

In each robbery the suspect 

wore a mask.  After airing the 

incidents on local TV, police 

received a Crime Line tip  

which led detectives to two 

suspects.   

 On the evening of 

January 21 a 16 year old New-

port News male was ques-

tioned and charged with rob-

bery, conspiracy to commit 

robbery (in the mini mart inci-

dents), grand larceny, petit 

larceny x2, and tampering with 

autos x2.  The larceny and 

tampering charges were in 

reference to the teens involve-

ment in recent vehicle break-

ins in the Newmarket South 

area of the city. 

 On January 25th the 

second suspect, a 15 year old 

Newport News male was 

charged with robbery x2, con-

spiracy to commit robbery x2, 
and wearing a mask in public x2 

for his participation in the mini-

mart incidents.  

 Without the Crime 

Line tip the suspects would not 

have been connected to the 

robberies and the additional 

clearance of the cases of vehi-

cle larceny and tampering 

would remain unsolved. 

 

Fighting òNo Snitchingó 

Trend  
 

Susan Nesbit  

PENINSULA CRIME LINE 

 The Peninsula Crime 

Line and the Boys and Girls 

Clubs of the Virginia Peninsula 

share a common goal.  Both 

organizations share a vested 

interest in reducing the òNo 

Snitchingó phenomenon that 

currently plagues our youth.  

 To that end, the Pen-

insula Crime Line has imple-

mented a program that focused 
on positive youth development 

and ways to get them in the 

habit of òdoing the right thing.ó 

The core goals and objectives 

of the program included ways 

to improve decision making 

skills, increasing awareness of 

the criminal justice system, 

understanding the conse-

quences of breaking a law, dis-

pelling the òNo Snitchingó phe-

nomenon, and an introduction 

to the Crime Line and how it 

works.  
 After reviewing sev-

eral curriculums and entertain-

ing the possibility of creating a 

new program, the Peninsula 

Crime Line chose the National 

Crime Prevention Councilõs 

Community Works program as 

the first youth program.  The 

program, which is a part of the 

National Crime Prevention 

Councilõs Teens, Crime and 

Community (TCC) is a science 

based program designed to 

educate middle and high school 

students by emphasizing the 

costs and consequences of 

crime and ways to reduce the 

risk of becoming victims of 

crime.   
 The program gives 

community resource people, 

such as the Peninsula Crime 

Line board of directors, local 

law enforcement, public infor-

mation officers, and other com-

munity leader, the opportunity 

to speak with youth and pro-

vide assistance to the Boys and 

Girls Club staff on relevant 

(Continued on page 6) 

C/S News Across the Commonwealth  
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Peninsula Crime 

Line chose the 

National Crime 

Prevention 

Councilõs 

Community 

Works program 

to combat òNo 

Snitchingó 

Surveillance video still of 
Shell mini-mart bandit 
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David Browning entertains 

Crime Stoppers at the VCSA 
25th Anniversary conference at 

Natural Bridge last October. 


